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Cape Town
Ministerial Summit

> Why attend?
- Discover Solutions

In the past four years, GEO has advanced the sharing of open knowledge, enhanced
coordination, and developed tools and services that respond to specific global policy
challenges.

In Uganda, GEO’s Global Agricultural Monitoring (GEOGLAM) initiative provided objective
indicators of crop damage, helping 90,405 households avoid income loss and saving the
government US $11 million in reactive food aid costs.

In Costa Rica, Mozambique and Ghana, GEO’s Global Forest Observation Initiative has
provided better access to data, guidance, tools, training, leading to multimillion dollar
payments for emissions reductions from the World Bank’s Forest Carbon Partnership
Facility.

Digital Earth Africa allows policy makers and industry to access data to detect changes in
water supply, crop coverage or coastline, land cover changes, and use it to make informed
decisions on mitigation and adaptation. The Ghana Statistical Service applied DE Africa
tools and services to observe unregulated mining activity in the Apamprama Forest
Reserve, leading to forest regeneration. A report published with the World Economic
Forum shows how the socioeconomic benefits of Digital Earth Africa could reach US $2
billion a year by 2024.

>>> Discover more about new and existing Earth observation solutions at the Cape Town
Summit.
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I Unlock action on the triple planetary crisis

Humanity faces multiple environmental, social, economic and health challenges. These
challenges are daunting not only in their quantity, but also in their increasing
complexity and interconnectivity. In particular, the triple planetary crisis of climate
change, biodiversity loss and pollution has been identified as a major obstacle to
sustainable development, and a significant driver of poverty, food insecurity and the
spread of disease..

To respond, countries urgently need trusted, integrated information on the state of the
Earth. Earth observations can provide this information. But despite an abundance of
data sources, various factors including fragmented efforts, inequal access to data and
insufficient capacity to turn EO data into information prevent their widespread
adoption. For example, Earth Observation products are rarely used for national
greenhouse gas inventories submitted to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change.

To unlock action on the crises we face, it is time to renew our commitment to GEO
partnerships that bring together global science, technology and research to provide
trusted Earth observation-based information for decision making. GEO translates and
visualizes complex data into information that is understandable and freely available to
all —-harnessing the full power of the public and private space sectors, as well as other
sources of Earth observations.

B Demonstrate leadership

We have a short window to prevent catastrophic impacts for nature, people and planet.
As members of GEO, countries can demonstrate a tangible commitment to
accelerated action, open access to data and inclusive, science-based partnership.

The Summit will provide an opportunity to highlight contributions, such as resource
commitments to GEQ, the provision of Earth observation data, and the development of
Earth observation solutions—domestically and internationally—all on a global stage.

The Summit will include several opportunities for Ministerial interventions and a press
briefing at the close. Summit communications will highlight country’s commitments
through an innovative social media plan and active media engagement.

I Network

GEO Week will bring together Ministers fromm GEO’s 114 member countries and
representatives from more than 160 private sector, civil society and international
organizations serving as GEO participating organizations and Associate members. It
presents a unique opportunity for high level networking and discussion on the
environmental and social challenges we face. As well as the programme of events, an
exhibition will showcase the latest technology and solutions from across the GEO
community.

In addition to the exchanges during the Summit on 10 November, South Africa will host
a Ministerial Dinner on the evening of 9 November to allow for more informal
discussions.
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